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View:   By appointment only

Website:  Click here

https://www.homeandhectare.com/results/residential/for-sale/klawer/klawer/farm/5006/


Farm for  
Sale in Trawal…
PRODUCTIVE TABLE GRAPE AND RAISIN FARM

Neat and well-planned unit with 13,58 ha under raisins and 41,10 ha under export table 

grapes - total of 54,68 ha planted.

All vineyards under drip irrigation.

8,47 ha table grapes planted in 2022.

Approximately 12,89 ha irrigable fallow land - was planted previously.

Approximately 106 ha veld and river.

Balance is fall-out land - roads, buildings, farmyard, etc.

Total extent: 183,5 ha.

Water: 482 510 m³ listing with LORWUA.  Pump from the Olifants River during winter.

Dam with a capacity of 16 394 m³. two pump stations, two Eskom points.

Buildings: 4-bedroom dwelling, 2-bedroom flat/office at pack shed, worker's accommodation, 

pack shed building - not equipped, store, clinic, farm shop, storerooms, tool room, creche.

Neat, productive unit with many young vineyards.

Step in and start farming.
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FARM: DE NEUS 

BLOK NR JAAR KULTIVAR ONDERSTOK

TAFELDRUIWE / 

ROSYNE HA 

HA VOL 

DRAG WYDTE IN RY STOKKE BESPROEIING OPLEI

3 2010 Flame Seedless Ramsey Rosyne 2.28 -   3.00 1.8 4,222 Drup Skuinskap

12 2012 Starlight Ramsey Rosyne 1.24 -   3.00 1.5 2,756 Drup Platdak

13 2012 Starlight Ramsey Rosyne 1.18 -   3.00 1.5 2,622 Drup Platdak

22 2012 Starlight Ramsey Rosyne 1.10 -   3.00 1.5 2,444 Drup Platdak

28 2012 Starlight Ramsey Rosyne 2.85 -   3.00 1.5 6,333 Drup Platdak

30 2009 Starlight Ramsey Rosyne 0.77 -   3.00 1.5 1,711 Drup Platdak

31 2009 Starlight Ramsey Rosyne 0.91 -   3.00 1.5 2,022 Drup Platdak

32 2009 Starlight Ramsey Rosyne 1.47 -   3.00 1.5 3,267 Drup Platdak

38 2009 Starlight Ramsey Rosyne 1.78 -   3.00 1.5 3,956 Drup Platdak

13.58 

BLOK NR JAAR KULTIVAR ONDERSTOK

TAFELDRUIWE / 

ROSYNE HA 

HA VOL- 

DRAG WYDTE IN RY STOKKE BESPROEIING OPLEI

8 1997 Red Globe Ramsey Tafeldruiwe 1.23 -   3.00 2.00 2,050 Drup Platdak

9 1997 Red Globe Ramsey Tafeldruiwe 1.18 -   3.00 2.00 1,967 Drup Platdak

11 2017 Sugra Thirteen Ramsey Tafeldruiwe 1.84 -   3.00 1.5 4,089 Drup Platdak

14 2003 Red Globe Ramsey Tafeldruiwe 1.30 -   3.00 2.00 2,167 Drup Platdak

15 2009 Red Globe Ramsey Tafeldruiwe 2.54 -   3.00 1.50 5,644 Drup Platdak

17 2002 Sugra Thirteen Ramsey Tafeldruiwe 1.75 -   3.00 1.8 3,241 Drup Platdak

18 1999 Prime Seedless Ramsey Tafeldruiwe 1.23 -   3.00 1.80 2,278 Drup Skuinskap

19 1999 Prime Seedless Ramsey Tafeldruiwe 1.18 -   3.00 1.80 2,185 Drup Skuinskap

20 2003 Prime Seedless Ramsey Tafeldruiwe 1.22 -   3.00 1.80 2,259 Drup Skuinskap

21 2009 Red Globe Ramsey Tafeldruiwe 0.53 -   3.00 1.50 1,178 Drup Skuinskap

23 2006 Sugra Thirteen Ramsey Tafeldruiwe 1.62 -   3.00 2 2,700 Drup Platdak

24 2004 Sugra Thirteen Richter 110 Tafeldruiwe 1.81 -   3.00 2 3,017 Drup Platdak

25 2016 Sugra Thirteen Ramsey Tafeldruiwe 4.66 -   3.00 1.5 10,356 Drup Platdak

27 2016 Sugra Thirteen Ramsey Tafeldruiwe 2.75 -   3.00 1.5 6,111 Drup Platdak

29 2006 Red Globe Ramsey Tafeldruiwe 1.95 -   3.00 2.00 3,250 Drup Platdak

39 2017 Crimson Seedless Ramsey Tafeldruiwe 1.10 -   3.00 1.50 2,444 Drup Platdak

40 2015 Crimson Seedless Ramsey Tafeldruiwe 2.20 -   3.00 1.50 4,889 Drup Platdak

41 2007 Thompson Seedless Ramsey Tafeldruiwe 1.77 -   3.00 2 2,950 Drup Skuinskap

42 2007 Thompson Seedless Ramsey Tafeldruiwe 0.77 -   3.00 2 1,283 Drup Skuinskap

2 2022 Ivory Ramsey Tafeldruiwe 2.30 3.00 1.50 5,111 Drup Skuinskap

4 2022 Ivory Ramsey Tafeldruiwe 1.86 3.00 1.50 4,133 Drup Skuinskap

6 2022 Ivory Ramsey Tafeldruiwe 1.40 3.00 1.50 3,111 Drup Skuinskap

7 2022 Ivory Ramsey Tafeldruiwe 1.61 3.00 1.50 3,577 Drup Skuinskap

10 2022 Ivory Ramsey Tafeldruiwe 1.30 3.00 1.50 2,889 Drup Platdak

41.10 

Total 54.68 



Property Summary 
WEB REF: RL5006| POA

Registered Owner:   SIGMA FARMING (PTY) LTD

Reg No: 202045411307
  
Title Deed Description:  Ptn 221 of the Farm 384 Melkboom, Vanrhynsdorp RD, 

Western Cape Province.

Size: 183.5087 HA 

Disclaimer: Whilst all reasonable care has been taken to provide accurate information, neither, Home and Hectare nor the Seller/s guarantee the correctness of the 

information, provided herein and neither will be held liable for any direct orc indirect damages or loss, of whatsoever nature, suffered by any person as a result errors 

or omissions in the information provided, whether due to the negligence or otherwise of Home and Hectare or the Seller/s or any other person.
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 H. N. SCHOEMAN, Pr. Ing., B.Sc. (Ing), Siv. (Hon.) L.S.A.I.S.I. G.S.A.B.I. 
 F. Joubert, B.Sc. MBA 

 

 H.N. Schoeman en Vennote Ingelyf (Reg No 1995/001830/21) 
Handeldrywend as / Trading as  

 

SCHOEMAN EN VENNOTE  
 

Raadgewende Siviele, Strukturele en Landbou Ingenieurs 
Consulting Civil, Structural and Agricultural Engineers 

Posbus / PO Box 2471 BRITS 0250  Tel (012) 252-0458 / 252-0459  Fax (012) 252-1120 
  

B1409  
 15 September 2017 
 

UFF African Agri Investments 
Office 201, 30 Hudson Street 
Waterkant 
Cape Town 
8001 
 
For attention: Mr. André Botha 
 
Sent via e-mail to:  andre.botha@uff.co.za 
 

 
WATER USE ENTITLEMENTS: MELKBOOM 384 
 
Your request for an evaluation of the water use entitlements of portions 160, 221 and 267 

of the farm Melkboom 384 Vanrhynsdorp Registration District has reference. The 

properties in question are riparian to the Olifants River and Portions 221 and 267 

(previously portion 220) are scheduled under the Lower Olifant River Water User 

Association (LORWUA). 

During the evaluation of the water use entitlements the following sources of information 

were inter alia consulted; 

− Response submitted by the water user to Aurecon regarding the preliminary 

determination of the existing lawful water use on portions 221 and 267 of the farm 

Melkboom 384. 

− Water use permits issued under the previous Water Act (1956). 

− Various pieces of historical correspondence relating to water use on the properties 

concerned. 

− Information gathered under a previous Water Affairs assignment titled "The 

development of a water management plan for the Lower Orange River Water User 

Association". 

  

 

mailto:andre.botha@uff.co.za
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1. BACKGROUND 

The LORWUA Scheme comprises of two main irrigation canal infrastructures, a left and a 

right bank. Initially the canal follows the left bank of the Olifants River from the Bulshoek 

Dam to where the Doring River joins the Olifants River. From there the canal splits into the 

left bank canal (southern side) and the right bank canal (northern side). Both canals follow 

the banks of the Olifants River and cross the tributaries with siphons. 

The construction of the Bulshoek Dam and canal system was undertaken simultaneously 

and in 1920 the construction of the left bank canal down to the farm Bakleiplaas was 

completed. On 31 March 1920, the sluices of Bulshoek Dam were put into operation and 

the whole scheme was completed in 1924. The Bulshoek Dam had an initial capacity of 

6.55 million m3 and some 8 500 hectares were included in the scheme and serviced by a 

system of unlined canals extending down the Olifants Valley. 

As irrigation development progressed along the Olifants River lower down, the 

water-supply obtained from the Bulshoek Dam, 24 km below Clanwilliam, became 

inadequate, and the Clanwilliam Dam was built by the Department of Water Affairs during 

1932-35 to augment the supply. The Clanwilliam Dam in the Olifants River is situated some 

3 km from Clanwilliam.The dam had an initial capacity of 69.86 million m 3. Despite the 

additional storage and canal improvements, periodic shortages were still experienced and 

in 1962 it was decided to raise the Clanwilliam Dam by 6.1 metres. During the raising of the 

dam, which took place between 1964 and 1966 the overspill crest was raised by 3.05 

metres and 13 crest gates with a height of 3.05 metres were installed. This increased the 

design capacity of the dam to 128 million m3. 

After the late 1960s, the Vredendal Government Water Scheme (GWS) managed the 

irrigation scheme. An advisory committee from the Department was appointed to facilitate 

the transformation process towards a WUA and in 2000, the Lower Olifants River Water 

User Association became the first WUA to be formally established in South Africa. The 

constitution of the LORWUA was approved on 6 January 2000 by the then Minister of 

Water Affairs and Forestry. 

On 12 June 1963, the Minister of Water Affairs made a concession whereby owners 

scheduled under the Irrigation Scheme were permitted to abstract water from the Olifants 

River emanating from a leak in the Bulshoek Dam to augment their scheduled use. These 

temporary permits were subject to the following conditions: 

− No water would be released through the sluices if the water leaking from the dam was 
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not sufficient. 

− The Department reserved the right to repair the leakage and cannot be held 

accountable for any damages resulting from such reparations. 

− The prevailing quota of the scheduled use will also be applicable to the permitted areas. 

− Permits were limited to the irrigable potential minus the scheduled use. 

− The onus lies with the property owner to inform potential buyers of these conditions. 

Portions 221 and 267 of the farm Melkboom 384 are also riparian to the Doorn River and 

riparian owners could abstract and store water from this resource for irrigation use. Prior to 

the promulgation of the National Water Act on 1 October 1998, the abstraction and storage 

from the Doorn River fell under the limitations of section 9 B of the 1956 Water Act (Act 54 

of 1956) where a maximum rate of abstraction of 110 l/s from surface water resources was 

allowed for each property as registered with the Registrar of Title Deeds on 28 May 1975.  

The storage of water was limited to 250 000 m 3 for each property as registered with the 

Registrar of Title Deeds on 28 May 1975. With reference to the subdivision history 

included under Annexure A it is evident that the original portions 83 (385.8461 ha) and 

158 (23.0891 ha) existed on the date when section 9 B came into effect. Although various 

subdivisions and consolidations took place after 28 May 1975, it is safe to assume that 

portions 221 and 267 of the farm Melkboom 384 were allowed to, at least, abstract water 

from the Doorn River at a rate not exceeding 110 l/s and store 250 000 m 3 of water, each. 

 
 

2. WATER USE ENTITLEMENTS 

2.1 Scheduled use under LORWUA 

Two certificates from LORWUA were included in the information supplied by the property 

which confirms the scheduled use of portions 220 and 221. The scheduled use is 

summarised in Table 1. 

Table 1: Scheduled use under LORWUA 

Portion Reference Scheduled 
area (ha) 

Scheduled 
volume 
(m3/a) 

220* L14A 39.55 482 510 

221 L14A/1 39.55 482 510 

Total  79.1 965 020 
* Portion 220 was consolidated to portion 267 in 2015  

  



4 
 

2.2 Permitted use (under section 62(2) of the 1956 Water Act) 

Two permits were issued by the Department to abstract water leaking from the Bulshoek 

Dam directly from the Olifants River. These permits are summarised in Table 2. 

Table 2: Original permits issued by the Department 

Portion Reference Permit 
area 
(ha) 

Permit 
volume 
(m3/a) 

Description and limitations 

83 2/2/1 (19) 51.36 623 874 Temporary concession - Permits issued to water users 
below the Bulshoek Dam, permitting them to abstract 
water leaking from the said dam. 
Limitations: 
- Max of 52 l/s for max of 100 h per week. 
- May not exceed 20 556 m3/week. 

158 2/2/1 (53) 7.71 94 062 Temporary concession - Permits issued to water users 
below the Bulshoek Dam, permitting them to abstract 
water leaking from the said dam. 
The actual permit was not attached but based on the 
conditions of the permit for portion 83, the limitations 
were proportionally calculated. 
Limitations: 
- Max of 7.8 l/s for max of 100 h per week. 
- May not exceed 3 083 m3/week. 

Total  59.07 717 936 
Limitations: 
- Max of 59.8 l/s for max of 100 h per week. 
- May not exceed 23 639 m3/week. 

 

Included in the documentation provided was an agreement that the permitted water use be 

divided equally between portions 220 and 221 (now portion 267). A breakdown of the 

permitted use for the properties as presently registered at the Deeds Office is presented in 

Table 3. 

Table 3: Permitted use for present properties 

Portion Reference Permit 
area 
(ha) 

Permit 
volume 
(m3/a) 

Description and limitations 

220 2/2/1 (19) & 
2/2/1 (53) 

29.535 358 968 Temporary concession  
Limitations: 
- Max of 29.9 l/s for max of 100 h per week. 
- May not exceed 11 820 m3/week. 

267 2/2/1 (19) & 
2/2/1 (53) 

29.535 358 968 Temporary concession 
Limitations: 
- Max of 29.9 l/s for max of 100 h per week. 
- May not exceed 11 820 m3/week. 

Total  59.07 717 936 
Limitations: 
- Max of 59.8 l/s for max of 100 h per week. 
- May not exceed 23 639 m3/week. 
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2.3 Water abstracted from the Doorn River  

Based on the information contained in the documentation submitted to Aurecon, water for 

irrigation on portion 220 (now portion 267) of the farm Melkboom 384 was also abstracted 

from the Doorn River. A tractor driven pump was used to irrigate wheat during the winter 

months on the property. The volume abstracted during the qualifying period from the Doorn 

River amounted to 164 700 m3/a. The abstraction rate of the said pump is some 30 l/s 

(against a head of 45 m) which is well within the limits of Section 9 B of the previous Water 

Act. The volume abstracted from the Doorn River can therefore be regarded as existing 

lawful water use.  

 

2.3 Storing of water 

No authorisation(s) were provided for the storing on portion 267 of the farm Melkboom 384 

and this dam is regarded as an unlawful use.  

 

3. CLOSING REMARKS 

 

The total volume originally available from all resources for irrigation purposes is 

summarised in the following table.  

 

Table 4: Summary of findings 

No. Hectares and annual volume (m3) Description 

Portion 221 Portion 267 Total 

1 
39.55 ha 

 
482 510 m3 

39.55 ha 
 

482 510 m3 

79.1 ha 
 

965 020 m3 

Scheduled use under the LORWUA. 
Declared as existing lawful use under section 
33 of the National Water Act (1998) (NWA). 

2 
29.535 ha 

 
358 968 m3 

29.535 ha 
 

358 968 m3 

59.07 ha 
 

717 936 m3 

Permits issued to water users (owners) 
below the Bulshoek Dam, permitting them to 
abstract water leaking from the said dam and 
flowing in the Olifants River.  
Still to be confirmed as existing lawful use. 

3 
0 ha 

 
0 m3 

30 ha 
 

164 700 m3 

30 ha 
 

164 700 m3 

Water abstracted for irrigation purposes from 
the Doorn River during the qualifying period. 
Still to be confirmed as existing lawful use. 

TOTAL 841 478 m3 1 006 178 m3 1 847 656 m3 From all resources 

 

The volumes shown for 2 and 3 in the previous table still have to be declared as existing 

lawful use in terms of section 35(4) of the NWA. 
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3.1 Scheduled use under LORWUA 

Two water quotas are used in the LORWUA, namely, a yearly quota and a weekly quota. 

The weekly quota is equal to 325 m3/ha/week for all irrigators. No irrigator is allowed to 

request more than the weekly quota and no substitution between weeks is allowed (i.e. an 

irrigator is not allowed to receive 250 m3/ha one week and 400 m3/ha the next week), 

because the canal capacity does not allow such substitutions. 

The annual quota theoretically entitles all registered irrigation users in the LORWUA up to 

12 200 m3/ha, however the actual annual quota is determined annually during 

October/November, after the rain season. A historical analysis of the actual quotas per 

week as provided by LORWUA is shown in Figure 1. 

 
Figure 1: Historical weekly quotas 

 

3.2 Permitted use (under section 62(2) of the 1956 Water Act) 

It is crucial to remember that these permits were temporary allocations, even if they are 

declared as existing lawful water use. It is important to note the content of Section 34 of the 

NWA which states that: 

“ 34. (1)  A person, or that person's successor-in-title, may continue with an existing 
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  lawful water use, subject to -  

  (a) any existing conditions or obligations attaching to that use;  

  (b) its replacement by a licence in terms of this Act; or   

  (c) any other limitation or prohibition by or under this Act.”  

Of specific importance is section 34(1)(a). “Any existing condition or obligation” inter alia 

refers to the conditions contained in the permits on which the existing lawful use is based. 

The permits were temporary concessions and if the leak in the Bulshoek Dam is repaired, 

this water will not be available in future. 

 

Please feel free to contact me should you have any queries regarding the above. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
F Joubert 
Director 



 
 

 
ANNEXURE A 

 
SUBDIVISION HISTORY 



 
 

 


































